




































10 July 2019 
 
 
Dr Sanjay S. Kharat 
Principal, 
Modern College of Arts, Science, and Commerce, Ganeshkhind 
Pune, India 
 
 
 
 
Dear Dr Sanjay S. Kharat, Sir, 
 
We would be very pleased for Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Ganeshkhind to offer a 
BSc (Blended) Chemistry program from this academic year. As the Program expands and our student 
cohort grows, the University is committed to ensuring that each student will graduate with a degree of 
the highest quality. To this end, from July 2019, the University with the support of SPPU, will be 
requesting that all institutions offering the BSc (Blended) degree to its students pay a levy of 10% of the 
student fee per year for the provision of quality assurance and curriculum development. Institutions 
newly offering the Program will also pay a one-off implementation levy. 
 
The levies will be kept in India and used for the enrichment of BSc (Blended) through initiatives such as 
professional development training programs for the lecturers and, possibly, for scholarship programs. 
Please see details of the levies at the end of this letter, noting that the University will shortly provide 
Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Ganeshkhind with a detailed term sheet to formalise 
the new arrangements. Except for the quality assurance and implementation levies, the same terms as 
applicable to the Modern College of Arts, Science, and Commerce, Shivajinagar (Modern College) will 
apply to this program.   
 
The BSc (Blended) is The University of Melbourne’s premier undergraduate teaching and learning 
initiatives in India. Integral to its success has been the support of Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU) 
and Modern College for the Program during its pilot period, from 2016 - 2019.  
 
The first cohort will graduate this month. I am gratified to note that each graduate will be an 
outstanding ambassador for SPPU, Modern College and for The University of Melbourne, with their 
strong foundational training in STEM and capabilities and communication skills that are testament to the 
unique structure of their degree that augments on-campus learning with field experiences, practical 
activities and contact with world class academics in India and in Australia. 
 
In 2018, the University was delighted to host 18 BSc (Blended) BioSciences students and two teachers 
from Modern College for a special Research Camp, ‘Applications of Cell and Molecular Biology in the 
Biological Sciences’. Alongside the intensive academic sessions, the students gained an insight into the 
University’s engagement with India, met with Australian animals at a national park and experienced 
Melbourne culture. They also had a once in a lifetime meeting with the President of India who visited 
the University to give a lecture on ‘Australia and India as knowledge partners’. The students told me that 
their experiences during the camp helped them to discover exciting new areas of research and inspired 
their next chapters in science. 
  



One of the central aims for the University’s ongoing investment in the BSc (Blended) is to enhance 
opportunities for its graduates to excel internationally in the STEM field. We are pleased to confirm that 
Soumitra Bhide and Rucha Patil, two outstanding graduates of the Program, have applied to do the 
Master of Science (BioSciences) at The University of Melbourne. Rucha has been granted AUD $45,000 
in fee remission and cash support and Soumitra, due to his outstanding academic achievements, has 
been granted a 100% fee remission scholarship and AUD $5,000 to support his relocation to Australia. 
We are immensely proud of both students and look forward to welcoming them to The University of 
Melbourne soon.  
 
I look forward to the forthcoming establishment of a BSc (Blended) Chemistry program at Modern 
College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Ganeshkhind and would be happy to answer any questions that 
you may have. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
  

 

 

 
 

Associate Professor Alex Johnson 
Associate Dean (International), Faculty of Science 
The University of Melbourne 
 
E: johnsa@unimelb.edu.au T) +61 3 8344 3969 

 

  



Bachelor of Science (Blended) License Agreement Summary 

The University of Melbourne (UoM) will issue all Colleges affiliated with Savitribai Phule Pune University 

(SPPU) who are already/newly implementing the Bachelor of Science (Blended) degree, with a licensing 

agreement to enable the payment of annual levies to the UoM for the use of UoM’s licensed materials to 

support the ongoing viability of the Program through provision of quality assurance, content 

management and delivery, and ongoing curriculum support.  

Levies will include an Annual Quality Assurance, Curriculum Development and Content Management 

(QA/CD/CM) Levy and a One-off Upfront Implementation (IMP) Levy for all SPPU affiliated Colleges newly 

implementing the Program. Modern College of Arts, Science, and Commerce, Shivajinagar (Modern 

College) will be exempted from payment of the IMP Levy. Details of levies and financial arrangements are 

below. 

SPPU has endorsed all financial arrangements. 

Financial Arrangements 

Levies The levies will include the following:  
 
 Annual Quality Assurance, Curriculum Development and Content 

Management (QA/CD/CM) Levy: 10%/yr/student  
 

 One-off Upfront Implementation (IMP) Levy: AUD2000 
- Levy applies to SPPU’s affiliated Colleges newly implementing 

the Program and will be payable upon sign-up; 
- Levy will be used by UoM to run annual professional 

development workshops for the staff teaching the Program 
and to offer scholarships to the students when transiting into 
UoM (3rd year or MSc). 

- Modern College will be exempt from the IMP Levy. 
 
 Collection of Levies 

- UoM will invoice Colleges directly for the collection of levies. 
 

 Use of funds collected through levies 
- Levies will be kept in India and used for the enrichment of BSc 

Blended through training programs for the lecturers and, 
possibly for scholarship programs. The Enrichment fund may 
be administered by UoM’s India Office or nominee. 

 

 
 

 


